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served, and better contented then you have heretofore beene
with the Portugals and Spaniards, our enemies, who only, and
none else of these regions^ have frequented those your and the
other kingdomes of the East, not suffering that the other nations
should doe it; pretending themselves to be monarchs and abso-
lute lords of all these kingdomes and provinces as their owne
conquest and inheritance, as appeareth by their loftie title in
their writings; the contrarie whereof hath very lately appeared
unto us, and that Your Highnesse and your royall familie,
fathers and grandfathers, have, by the grace of God and their
valour, knowne not onely to defend your owne kingdomes, but
also to give warres unto the Portugals in the lands which they
possesse, as namely1 in Malaca, in the yeere of the humane
redemption 1575, under the conduct of your valiant captaine
Ragamacota*, with their great losse and the perpetuall honour of
Your Highnesse crowne and kingdome.
And now if Your Highnesse shall be pleased to accept into
your favour and grace and under your royall protection and
defence these our subjects, that they may freely doe their
businesse now and continue yeerely hereafter, this bearer, who
goeth chiefe of this fleet of foure ships, hath order (with Your
Highnesse licence) to leave certaine factors, with a setled house
of factorie, in your kingdome, untill the going thither of another
fleet, which shall goe thither upon the returne of this; which
left factors shall learne the language and customes of your
subjects, whereby the better and more lovingly to converse with
them. And the better to confirme this confederacie and friend-
ship betwixt us, wee are contented, if Your Highnesse be so
pleased, that you cause capitulations reasonable to be made, and
that this bearer doe the like in our name; which wee promise to
performe royally and entirely, as well herein as in other agree-
ments and arguments which he will communicate unto you; to
whom we doe greatly desire Your Highnesse to give intire faith
and credite, and that you will receive him and the rest of his
companie under your royal protection, favouring them in what
1 Used in the obsolete sense of' especially.'
x Marsden takes this as referring to the expedition of Mansur Shah against
Malacca and Johore in 1582, and supposes that the name of the commander
was Raja Makuta.